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Meet the new Team U.S.A.

Lamoureux twins,
Hilary Knight are
youngest players
on revamped team
with fewer veterans

By RicHARD O’BRIEN
RECORD STAFF
rom top to bottom, Team U.S.A. is
Fbringing more new faces than
ever to the Four Nations Cup.

Look behind the bench and there is
coach Mark Johnson, a member of the
famous 1980 Miracle On Ice men’s gold
medal winner, replacing Ben Smith,
the highly regarded American coach at
the last three Olympics.

Many players from the Turino
Olympics are gone, with youngsters
vying for their positions at the 2010
Olympics in Vancouver.

“They’ll see a mix of some real good
veteran players and a lot of new, un-
known faces — unless they follow col-
lege hockey at the women’s level in the
States,” Johnson said.

U.S. players coming to the Four
Nations Cup include some who will
wear the national jersey for the first
time.

Hilary Knight, a 17-year-old for-
ward, is among the players taking the
opportunity to try to crack the lineup.

At 17, she is the youngest player on
the American team that will compete
in Kitchener.

Knight is just nine days older than
Monique and Jocelyne Lamoureux,
twin sisters who hold dual citizenship
in Canada and the United States.

“They’re still in high school,” John-
son said.

“I think it will be a wonderful op-
portunity for those three players to
gain some experience, especially
with the tournament being held in
Canada.

“They can start the process of un-
derstanding what it means to be a na-
tional player and get their feet wet in
some pretty stiff international com-
petition.”

Johnson, who is in his fifth year
coaching the women’s team at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, has committed to
Team U.S.A. to the end of the World
Championships in Winnipeg in April
of 2007.
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Assistant coaches Hillary Witt and
Erin Whitten Hamlen are also new.

Michelle Amidon holds the recently
created position of director of
women’s hockey operations.

Amidon, a former U.S. national
player off and on from 1991 to 1997,
takes over some of the responsibili-
ties that used to fall on the coaching
staff.

“We’re trying to create the atmos-

phere where they can just focus on
the coaching aspect now,” Amidon
said.

“I can take care of all the other
stuff for the players and coaches.”

The U.S. team competing at the
Four Nations includes nine players
from the 2006 Olympic bronze medal
team.

They include Chandra Gunn in
goal and four players on defence —

CANADIAN PRESS
Team Canada’s Cheryl Pounder keeps Team U.S.A!s Natalie Darwitz away from goaltender Charline Labonte during first peri-
od Four Nations Cup action in 2004 in Burlington, Vt.

Caitlin Cahow, Julie Chu, Helen Re-
sor and Angela Ruggiero.

Natalie Darwitz, Kristin King,
Sarah Parsons and Krissy Wendell are
four forwards who played in the last
Olympics.

Parsons was the youngest Ameri-
can player at the Olympics. She was
18 at the time and in her freshman
year at Dartmouth College.
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Angela Ruggiero
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*Plus applicable taxes & admin fee. 0Vehicle is a former daily rental. ***Payment based on 60 mos. term amortized for 84 mos. 8.4% APR with taxes or equivalent trade as down payment O.A.C.
Smart buyers read the fine print, drive safely and always remember at Steve Scherer's if it's got our name on it. . . you've got our word on it. Former daily rental. Some vehicles not exactly as illustrated.

It Gan't; Get
“Any Better!

in*40nlypi0jleft!

POWER
WINDOWS

CRUISE
CONTROL

POWER

DOOR LOCKS

ICK 20C ‘ PONTIAC GRAND AM'S, AVAILABLE AT BOTH LOCATIONS, and once
they are all sold we will have a random draw and one lucky person will receive a cheque equal to the
purchase price of the vehicle.
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GM 1225 COURTLAND AVE. E, KIT. AND @A 1295 COURTLAND AVE. E., KIT.

an
N

T

W




